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Week Ending Friday, February 2, 2001

The President’s Radio Address
January 27, 2001

A week ago today I received a great honor
and all the great responsibilities that come
with it. The first order of business is edu-
cation reform, and we have started strong.

On Tuesday I sent to Congress a package
of reforms to turn last year’s pledges into this
year’s laws. I want to make all of our public
schools places of learning and high standards
and achievement. Our country must offer
every child, no matter what his or her back-
ground or accent, a fair start in life with a
quality education.

I also met this week with congressional
leaders in both parties, and we found a lot
of agreement on the basic goals of reform.
No one is content with the status quo. Most
are open to new ideas. Everyone agrees at
least that the problems are serious and action
is urgently needed.

This city has heard so much talk over the
years about education reform. So many dif-
ferent approaches have been tried. So many
new programs have been created. But we
need more than a few new programs; we
need a new way of thinking. We must go
back to the fundamentals of early reading
and regular testing, local control, and ac-
countability for results, clear incentives for
excellence and clear consequences for fail-
ure. These are the elements of the plan I
am proposing.

Real reform starts by giving schools and
school districts more authority and flexibility.
We cannot expect schools to change unless
they have the freedom to change. My plan
respects the principle of local control. It does
not try to run the schools from a central of-
fice in Washington. I view principals, teach-
ers, and parents as allies in reform. They are
ready to raise the standards, ready to take
responsibility, and answer for results.

Those results must be measured by testing
every child every year, in tests developed and

administered by States and local districts, not
the Federal Government. Without yearly
testing, we do not know who is falling behind
and who needs our help. Without yearly test-
ing, too often we don’t find failure until it
is too late. Testing allows us to help children
early, before frustration turns into apathy.

We need to aim high, but we also need
to be realistic. Many schools, particularly
those in poor neighborhoods, will need help
to meet high standards. And they will have
it, including a new $5 billion initiative over
5 years for reading instruction. The goal is
to improve our public schools. We want them
to succeed, and when they’re willing to
change, we’ll give them the tools to do so.

At the same time, we will not continue to
pour taxpayers’ money into schools that do
not teach and will not change. My plan will
give every failing school a fair chance to im-
prove, but there will be a deadline, a moment
of truth when parents are given better op-
tions and their children are given a way out.

There are some honest differences of opin-
ion in Congress about what form these op-
tions should take. I have my own plan which
would help children in persistently failing
schools to go to another public, private, or
charter school. Others suggest different ap-
proaches, and I am willing to listen. But all
reform must be based on a principle: Chil-
dren and parents who have had only bad
choices need better choices. And it is my
duty as President to help them.

In sending my plan to Congress, I ask that
we act before this summer, when schools
begin planning for the next school year. I
hope to have the support of Republicans and
Democrats alike, and I hope to have your
support, as well.

Thank you for listening.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:06 a.m. from
the Oval Office at the White House.
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Remarks Announcing the
Faith-Based Initiative
January 29, 2001

Good morning. Thank you all for coming.
I take great joy in making this announce-
ment. It’s going to be one of the most impor-
tant initiatives that my administration not
only discusses but implements.

First, it’s good to have so many groups rep-
resented here: religious and nonreligious;
Catholic, Jewish, Protestant, and Muslim;
foundations and other nonprofits. I want to
thank you all for coming.

This is a collection of some of the finest
America has got to offer, people who lead
with their hearts and, in turn, have changed
the communities in which they live for the
better. This meeting is a picture of the
strength and diversity and compassion of our
country.

This is a diverse group, but we share things
in common. They provide more than prac-
tical help to people in need. They touch and
change hearts. And for this, America is deep-
ly appreciative.

Everyone in this room knows firsthand
that there are still deep needs and real suf-
fering in the shadow of America’s affluence.
Problems like addiction and abandonment
and gang violence, domestic violence, mental
illness, and homelessness. We are called by
conscience to respond.

As I said in my Inaugural Address, com-
passion is the work of a nation, not just a
government. It is more than the calling of
politicians; it is the calling of citizens. It is
citizens who turn mean streets into good
neighborhoods. It is citizens who turn cold
cities into real communities.

It is one of the great goals of my adminis-
tration to invigorate the spirit of involvement
and citizenship. We will encourage faith-
based and community programs without
changing their mission. We will help all in
their work to change hearts while keeping
a commitment to pluralism.

I approach this goal with some basic prin-
ciples. Government has important respon-
sibilities for public health or public order and
civil rights, and Government will never be
replaced by charities and community groups.
Yet when we see social needs in America,

my administration will look first to faith-
based programs and community groups,
which have proven their power to save and
change lives. We will not fund the religious
activities of any group, but when people of
faith provide social services, we will not dis-
criminate against them.

As long as there are secular alternatives,
faith-based charities should be able to com-
pete for funding on an equal basis and in
a manner that does not cause them to sac-
rifice their mission. And we will make sure
that help goes to large organizations and to
small ones, as well. We value large organiza-
tions with generations of experience. We also
value neighborhood healers, who have only
the scars and testimony of their own experi-
ence.

Tomorrow I will begin turning these prin-
ciples into a legislative agenda. I will send
to Congress a series of ideas and proposals.
Today I want to raise the priority and profile
of these issues within my own administration.
I want to ensure that faith-based and com-
munity groups will always have a place at the
table in our deliberations.

In a few moments, I will sign two Execu-
tive orders. The first Executive order will
create a new office, called the White House
Office of Faith-Based and Community Initia-
tives. The head of this office will report di-
rectly to me and be charged with important
responsibilities. He will oversee our initia-
tives on this issue. He will make sure our
Government, where it works with private
groups, is fair and supportive. And he will
highlight groups as national models so others
can learn from them.

The second Executive order will clear
away the bureaucratic barriers in several im-
portant agencies that make private groups
hesitate to work with Government. It will es-
tablish centers in five agencies—Justice,
HUD, HHS, Labor, and Education—to en-
sure greater cooperation between the Gov-
ernment and the independent sector. These
centers will report back on regulatory bar-
riers to working with nonprofit groups, and
make recommendations on how those bar-
riers can be removed.

I have put this broad effort into the hands
of two exceptional people—first, Steve
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Goldsmith, known as one of the most innova-
tive mayors in America, who pioneered ways
to promote community efforts. He will con-
tinue to advise me on these issues.

And I have asked Steve to serve on the
board of the Corporation for National Serv-
ice. This organization has done some good
work in mobilizing volunteers of all ages. I’ve
asked Steve to report to me on how we can
make the Corporation do better and to get
help where it’s most needed.

And secondly, Professor John DiIulio will
head the new office I am announcing today.
He is one of the most influential social entre-
preneurs in America. I can’t tell you how
honored I am for him to leave his post in
academia to join us. He is the author of a
respected textbook on American Govern-
ment. He has a servant’s heart on the issues
that we will confront. He’s worked with dis-
advantaged children. He has been a major
force in mobilizing the city of Philadelphia
to support faith-based and community
groups.

It’s a fantastic team. I’m honored to have
them on my team. I look forward to hearing
from them, as well as I look forward to work-
ing with the people in this room and the so-
cial entrepreneurs all across America who’ve
heard the universal call to love a neighbor
like they’d like to be loved themselves, to
exist and work hard, not out of the love of
money but out of the love of their fellow
human beings. I’m absolutely convinced the
great fabric of the Nation exists in neighbor-
hoods, amongst unsung heroes who do heroic
acts on a daily and hourly basis. It’s the fabric
of the country that makes America unique.
It is the power of promise that makes the
future so promising—is the power of the mis-
sions that stand behind me.

This is an effort that will be an effort from
now, the second week of my administration,
to the last week of my administration, be-
cause I am confident that this initiative when
fully implemented will help us realize the
dream that America—its hopes, its promise,
its greatness—will extend its reach through-
out every single neighborhood all across the
land.

And now it is my honor to sign the two
Executive orders.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:55 a.m. in the
Indian Treaty Room at the Dwight D. Eisenhower
Executive Office Building.

Executive Order 13198—Agency
Responsibilities With Respect to
Faith-Based and Community
Initiatives

January 29, 2001

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the
United States of America, and in order to
help the Federal Government coordinate a
national effort to expand opportunities for
faith-based and other community organiza-
tions and to strengthen their capacity to bet-
ter meet social needs in America’s commu-
nities, it is hereby ordered as follows:

Section 1. Establishment of Executive De-
partment Centers for Faith-Based and Com-
munity Initiatives. (a) The Attorney General,
the Secretary of Education, the Secretary of
Labor, the Secretary of Health and Human
Services, and the Secretary of Housing and
Urban Development shall each establish
within their respective departments a Center
for Faith-Based and Community Initiatives
(Center).

(b) Each executive department Center
shall be supervised by a Director, appointed
by the department head in consultation with
the White House Office of Faith-Based and
Community Initiatives (White House
OFBCI).

(c) Each department shall provide its
Center with appropriate staff, administrative
support, and other resources to meet its re-
sponsibilities under this order.

(d) Each department’s Center shall begin
operations no later than 45 days from the
date of this order.

Sec. 2. Purpose of Executive Department
Centers for Faith-Based and Community Ini-
tiatives. The purpose of the executive depart-
ment Centers will be to coordinate depart-
ment efforts to eliminate regulatory, con-
tracting, and other programmatic obstacles
to the participation of faith-based and other
community organizations in the provision of
social services.
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Sec. 3. Responsibilities of Executive De-
partment Centers for Faith-Based and Com-
munity Initiatives. Each Center shall, to the
extent permitted by law: (a) conduct, in co-
ordination with the White House OFBCI, a
department-wide audit to identify all existing
barriers to the participation of faith-based
and other community organizations in the
delivery of social services by the department,
including but not limited to regulations,
rules, orders, procurement, and other inter-
nal policies and practices, and outreach ac-
tivities that either facially discriminate
against or otherwise discourage or disadvan-
tage the participation of faith-based and
other community organizations in Federal
programs;

(b) coordinate a comprehensive depart-
mental effort to incorporate faith-based and
other community organizations in depart-
ment programs and initiatives to the greatest
extent possible;

(c) propose initiatives to remove barriers
identified pursuant to section 3(a) of this
order, including but not limited to reform
of regulations, procurement, and other inter-
nal policies and practices, and outreach ac-
tivities;

(d) propose the development of innovative
pilot and demonstration programs to increase
the participation of faith-based and other
community organizations in Federal as well
as State and local initiatives; and

(e) develop and coordinate department
outreach efforts to disseminate information
more effectively to faith-based and other
community organizations with respect to pro-
gramming changes, contracting opportuni-
ties, and other department initiatives, includ-
ing but not limited to Web and Internet re-
sources.

Sec. 4. Additional Responsibilities of the
Department of Health and Human Services
and the Department of Labor Centers. In ad-
dition to those responsibilities described in
section 3 of this order, the Department of
Health and Human Services and the Depart-
ment of Labor Centers shall, to the extent
permitted by law: (a) conduct a comprehen-
sive review of policies and practices affecting
existing funding streams governed by so-
called ‘‘Charitable Choice’’ legislation to as-
sess the department’s compliance with the

requirements of Charitable Choice; and (b)
promote and ensure compliance with existing
Charitable Choice legislation by the depart-
ment, as well as its partners in State and local
government, and their contractors.

Sec. 5. Reporting Requirements. (a) Re-
port. Not later than 180 days after the date
of this order and annually thereafter, each
of the five executive department Centers de-
scribed in section 1 of this order shall prepare
and submit a report to the White House
OFBCI.

(b) Contents. The report shall include a
description of the department’s efforts in car-
rying out its responsibilities under this order,
including but not limited to:

(1) a comprehensive analysis of the bar-
riers to the full participation of faith-based
and other community organizations in the
delivery of social services identified pursuant
to section 3(a) of this order and the proposed
strategies to eliminate those barriers; and

(2) a summary of the technical assistance
and other information that will be available
to faith-based and other community organi-
zations regarding the program activities of
the department and the preparation of appli-
cations or proposals for grants, cooperative
agreements, contracts, and procurement.

(c) Performance Indicators. The first re-
port, filed 180 days after the date of this
order, shall include annual performance indi-
cators and measurable objectives for depart-
ment action. Each report filed thereafter
shall measure the department’s performance
against the objectives set forth in the initial
report.

Sec. 6. Responsibilities of All Executive
Departments and Agencies. All executive de-
partments and agencies (agencies) shall: (a)
designate an agency employee to serve as the
liaison and point of contact with the White
House OFBCI; and

(b) cooperate with the White House
OFBCI and provide such information, sup-
port, and assistance to the White House
OFBCI as it may request, to the extent per-
mitted by law.

Sec. 7. Administration and Judicial Re-
view. (a) The agencies’ actions directed by
this Executive Order shall be carried out sub-
ject to the availability of appropriations and
to the extent permitted by law.
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(b) This order does not create any right
or benefit, substantive or procedural, en-
forceable at law or equity against the United
States, its agencies or instrumentalities, its
officers or employees, or any other person.

George W. Bush

The White House,
January 29, 2001.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:45 a.m., January 30, 2001]

NOTE: This Executive order was published in the
Federal Register on January 31.

Executive Order 13199—
Establishment of White House Office
of Faith-Based and Community
Initiatives
January 29, 2001

By the authority vested in me as President
of the United States by the Constitution and
the laws of the United States of America, and
in order to help the Federal Government co-
ordinate a national effort to expand opportu-
nities for faith-based and other community
organizations and to strengthen their capacity
to better meet social needs in America’s com-
munities, it is hereby ordered as follows:

Section 1. Policy. Faith-based and other
community organizations are indispensable
in meeting the needs of poor Americans and
distressed neighborhoods. Government can-
not be replaced by such organizations, but
it can and should welcome them as partners.
The paramount goal is compassionate results,
and private and charitable community
groups, including religious ones, should have
the fullest opportunity permitted by law to
compete on a level playing field, so long as
they achieve valid public purposes, such as
curbing crime, conquering addiction,
strengthening families and neighborhoods,
and overcoming poverty. This delivery of so-
cial services must be results oriented and
should value the bedrock principles of plu-
ralism, nondiscrimination, evenhandedness,
and neutrality.

Sec. 2. Establishment. There is established
a White House Office of Faith-Based and
Community Initiatives (White House

OFBCI) within the Executive Office of the
President that will have lead responsibility
in the executive branch to establish policies,
priorities, and objectives for the Federal
Government’s comprehensive effort to enlist,
equip, enable, empower, and expand the
work of faith-based and other community or-
ganizations to the extent permitted by law.

Sec. 3. Functions. The principal functions
of the White House OFBCI are, to the extent
permitted by law: (a) to develop, lead, and
coordinate the Administration’s policy agen-
da affecting faith-based and other commu-
nity programs and initiatives, expand the role
of such efforts in communities, and increase
their capacity through executive action, legis-
lation, Federal and private funding, and reg-
ulatory relief;

(b) to ensure that Administration and Fed-
eral Government policy decisions and pro-
grams are consistent with the President’s
stated goals with respect to faith-based and
other community initiatives;

(c) to help integrate the President’s policy
agenda affecting faith-based and other com-
munity organizations across the Federal Gov-
ernment;

(d) to coordinate public education activi-
ties designed to mobilize public support for
faith-based and community nonprofit initia-
tives through volunteerism, special projects,
demonstration pilots, and public-private
partnerships;

(e) to encourage private charitable giving
to support faith-based and community initia-
tives;

(f) to bring concerns, ideas, and policy op-
tions to the President for assisting, strength-
ening, and replicating successful faith-based
and other community programs;

(g) to provide policy and legal education
to State, local, and community policymakers
and public officials seeking ways to empower
faith-based and other community organiza-
tions and to improve the opportunities, ca-
pacity, and expertise of such groups;

(h) to develop and implement strategic ini-
tiatives under the President’s agenda to
strengthen the institutions of civil society and
America’s families and communities;

(i) to showcase and herald innovative
grassroots nonprofit organizations and civic
initiatives;
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(j) to eliminate unnecessary legislative,
regulatory, and other bureaucratic barriers
that impede effective faith-based and other
community efforts to solve social problems;

(k) to monitor implementation of the
President’s agenda affecting faith-based and
other community organizations; and

(l) to ensure that the efforts of faith-based
and other community organizations meet
high standards of excellence and account-
ability.

Sec. 4. Administration. (a) The White
House OFBCI may function through estab-
lished or ad hoc committees, task forces, or
interagency groups.

(b) The White House OFBCI shall have
a staff to be headed by the Assistant to the
President for Faith-Based and Community
Initiatives. The White House OFBCI shall
have such staff and other assistance, to the
extent permitted by law, as may be necessary
to carry out the provisions of this order. The
White House OFBCI operations shall begin
no later than 30 days from the date of this
order.

(c) The White House OFBCI shall coordi-
nate with the liaison and point of contact des-
ignated by each executive department and
agency with respect to this initiative.

(d) All executive departments and agencies
(agencies) shall cooperate with the White
House OFBCI and provide such informa-
tion, support, and assistance to the White
House OFBCI as it may request, to the ex-
tent permitted by law.

(e) The agencies’ actions directed by this
Executive Order shall be carried out subject
to the availability of appropriations and to
the extent permitted by law.

Sec. 5. Judicial Review. This order does
not create any right or benefit, substantive
or procedural, enforceable at law or equity
by a party against the United States, its agen-
cies or instrumentalities, its officers or em-
ployees, or any other person.

George W. Bush

The White House,
January 29, 2001.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:45 a.m., January 30, 2001]

NOTE: This Executive order was published in the
Federal Register on January 31.

Remarks Prior to a Meeting With the
Energy Policy Development Group
and an Exchange With Reporters
January 29, 2001

Energy Policy
The President. This is the first in a series

of meetings which will be chaired by Vice
President Cheney on discussing our Nation’s
energy situation—can’t think of a better man
to run it than the Vice President.

I’ve also asked, and he has asked, that sen-
ior members of the Cabinet participate. This
is a matter of high concern for this adminis-
tration, because it’s a matter of high concern
for our Nation. It’s becoming very clear to
the country that demand is outstripping sup-
ply, that there are more users of electricity
and natural gas than there is new units being
found, and we’ve got to do something about
that in the country.

This administration is concerned about the
people who work for a living, concerned
about people who struggle every day to get
ahead. And we understand—fully under-
stand—what high energy costs can mean to
people in America, and we’re going to formu-
late a strategy to deal with it. And the Vice
President’s going to head the task force to
report back to me, and to the Nation, how
best to cope with high energy prices and how
best to cope with reliance upon foreign oil,
how best to encourage the development of
pipelines and power-generating capacity in
the country so that we can help our fellow
citizens.

We have been dealing with this issue, obvi-
ously, because of the State of California’s
woes. And I appreciate very much the way
you handled it, Mr. Secretary. The Governor
of California asked for a 2 week extension
of mandatory sales of power and natural gas.
We’ve granted that extension for 2 weeks.
It looks like they’re making progress in Cali-
fornia, and we’re pleased, because the situa-
tion is going to be best remedied in Cali-
fornia by Californians.

We’re very aware in this administration
that the situation in California is beginning
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to affect neighboring States. Western Gov-
ernors came to see the Vice President, and
they came to see me, as well. And they’re
deeply concerned about the situation spread-
ing beyond the California borders, and so are
we. And so the task force that’s being assem-
bled will not only deal with the very short-
run issues dealing with the West but, obvi-
ously, the longer-term issues that will be con-
fronting our country for a while, unless we’re
willing to act boldly and swiftly, which we
will do.

Thank you for coming.

Super Bowl XXXV
Q. ——questions?
The President. Next time. Give you a

chance to really think of some good ones.
[Laughter] I’ve got some suggestions—I’ve
got some suggestions. First answer—you can
think of the question—first answer is,
Ravens. [Laughter]

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:35 a.m. in the
Cabinet Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Secretary of Energy Spencer
Abraham and Gov. Gray Davis of California. A
tape was not available for verification of the con-
tent of these remarks.

Remarks at a Meeting With
Congressional Leaders and an
Exchange With Reporters
January 29, 2001

Legislative Agenda
The President. Mr. Secretary, you better

move over before you get trampled by the
hungry caterpillar. [Laughter]

I want to thank the two chairmen from
the Senate and the House for coming to visit
us. I appreciate you being here, Mr. Sec-
retary; of course, the Vice President. We’ve
had a very—we’ve had a discussion—a cou-
ple of key issues. One, I was informing the
chairmen that today we’re sending up to the
Hill our Immediate Helping Hand proposal,
which is help for prescription drugs for sen-
iors. I appreciate them hearing me out as
to the rationale to send it up.

I was pleased to hear there is some senti-
ment on the Hill for quick action for Medi-
care reform, a reform package which would

include prescription drugs. And secondly, of
course, we talked about tax relief, tax sim-
plification, and tax fairness. They brought a
favorable report that members from both
parties are beginning to talk positively about
tax relief and the positive effects it will have
on our economy, on the lives of our average
citizens. So I want to thank them for coming.

I’d be glad to answer a few questions.
Yes, John.

Energy Policy Development Group
Q. Sir, on your energy task force, is this

seeking political cover, sir, to promote your
campaign to open up the wildlife refuge?
And also, given the Vice President’s past ties
to oil, what can you say to consumers that
would allay any fears they might have that
any deal that you come up with on energy,
any national energy policy, may be more
geared toward oil companies than to con-
sumers?

The President. Well, Dick Cheney is a
person who loves America and cares about
the future of the country, just like I do. And
he understands what I understand, that if we
don’t find more energy supplies to meet
growing demand in places like California, the
consumer is going to pay a dear price.

During the course of the campaign, we
spent a lot of time talking about the need
to develop a national energy policy. And
that’s exactly what we’re going to do. There
is a short-term issue of California, and we
responded quickly to the Governor’s request
for a 2 week extension on some mandatory
allocations of energy and gas. It’s now up to
the people of California, the elected officials
of California, to correct a flawed law, and
we’re encouraged that they’re doing so.

But there’s a long-term issue as well, and
that is, how do we find more energy supplies?
How do we encourage conservation on the
one hand and bring more energy into the
marketplace? And a good place to look is
going to be ANWR. And I campaigned hard
on the notion of having an environmentally
sensitive exploration to ANWR, and I think
we can do so.

Faith-Based Initiative
Q. On your faith-based initiative, could

you address the concern that some people
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have that this is an erosion of church and
state, and that this will somehow be an office
of evangelicals in the White House?

The President. Right. I appreciate that
question, because I, in the State of Texas,
had heard a lot of discussion about a faith-
based initiative eroding the important bridge
between church and state. And I am con-
vinced that our plan is constitutional, because
we intend—we will not fund a church or a
synagogue or a mosque or any religion but,
instead, will be funding programs that affect
people in a positive way.

The charitable choice provision that had
been debated in the welfare reform package
fully explored the constitutional questions in-
volved with funding people and/or faith-
based programs. And I am confident that our
program not only is constitutional but, more
importantly, our program is going to change
America for the better, that we’re going to
help people, and we’re going to help people
help themselves, and we’re going to rally the
great compassion of America.

And I look forward to implementing this
program. I look forward to working with
Members of Congress to put the required
package together.

Prescription Drugs Legislation
Q. How do you respond to the Members

of Congress who say they would rather see
a universal, broad-based approach to Medi-
care reform rather than your drug plan first
and a broader approach later?

The President. Well, if, in fact, what
they’re saying is that they plan on expediting
a Medicare reform that will include prescrip-
tion drugs for all seniors, then all of a sudden,
I begin to say, ‘‘Well, gosh, that may make
sense that you look at our proposal the way
you do.’’ If they’re going to drag their feet,
if the Members of the Congress on both sides
of the aisle don’t feel the same urgency that
I feel and these two chairmen feel on Medi-
care reform, then I feel it’s very important
for us to have An Immediate Helping Hand.
There are a lot of seniors who need help
when it comes to prescription drugs.

Marc Rich Pardon
Q. Why did you decide not to challenge

the Clinton pardon, sir?

The President. Oh, on Marc Rich? First
of all, I didn’t agree with the decision. I
would not have made that decision myself.
But the ability for a President to make deci-
sions is—a decision on pardons is inviolate,
as far as I’m concerned. It’s an important part
of the office. I am mindful not only of pre-
serving executive powers for myself but for
predecessors as well. And that’s why I made
the decision.

Q. Are you troubled by the appearance,
sir? Are you troubled by the appearance of
that pardon, sir?

The President. I was troubled by the deci-
sion the President made. I would not have
made the decision. I would not have made
that decision. But nevertheless, he was the
President. He had the right to do so, to make
that decision, and he did. And I’m going to
protect that privilege, not only for me but
for future Presidents as well.

Q. Is it a quid pro quo——
The President. I don’t know about that.

It’s going to be up for a good journalist to
figure that out—like you, Roberts [John Rob-
erts, CBS News].

Q. I’m just wondering, sir, if you’re taking
a look at the path that’s been laid and said,
it walks like a duck.

The President. It what—it walks like
what? [Laughter]

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:04 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Representative William M. Thom-
as, chairman, House Committee on Ways and
Means; Senator Charles Grassley, chairman, Sen-
ate Committee on Finance; Treasury Secretary-
designate Paul H. O’Neill; and Gov. Gray Davis
of California. The President also referred to
ANWR, Arctic National Wildlife Refuge. A tape
was not available for verification of the content
of these remarks.

Remarks Prior to a Meeting With
Bipartisan Congressional Leaders
and an Exchange With Reporters
January 29, 2001

Legislative Agenda
The President. I’m continuing a series of

meetings I’m going to have with Members
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of the Congress. I’m very serious about sit-
ting down as often as possible with people
from both parties to have frank discussions
about issues that concern the country. I be-
lieve there is a very good opportunity for us
to exceed expectations.

Expectations are that nothing will get
done. I’m confident that the people here in
Washington and Members of the Senate
don’t agree with that. We’re going to talk
about education, and we’re going to talk
about taxes. We’ll talk about the patients’ bill
of rights—a variety of issues that are of con-
cern, and what we call front burner issues,
issues that should be making it through the
Congress soon.

I want to thank the Members for coming.
I’m honored that they would come down
from the Hill to visit the Vice President and
me. Thanks for coming.

Q. I have one question about——
The President. I’ll catch you tomorrow.

You missed your chance at the third press
availability. [Laughter]

Q. When are you going to do your first
news conference, Mr. President?

The President. These mini-news con-
ferences count. [Laughter]

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:32 p.m. in the
Cabinet Room at the White House. A tape was
not available for verification of the content of
these remarks.

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Transmitting the Blueprint for
Assistance To Help Medicare
Beneficiaries Buy Prescription
Drugs
January 29, 2001

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
Enclosed please find the blueprint for my

program to provide immediate assistance to
help certain Medicare beneficiaries buy pre-
scription drugs. I look forward to working
with the Congress to enact these principles
into law and to working together on com-
prehensive Medicare reform.

Sincerely,

George W. Bush

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Richard B. Cheney, President of the Senate.

Remarks Prior to a Meeting With
Republican Congressional Leaders
and an Exchange With Reporters
January 30, 2001

Legislative Agenda
The President. It’s an honor for the Vice

President and the Secretary of Treasury and
myself, and OMB Director, to welcome the
leadership in the House and the Senate on
the Republican side. We’ve had a wide-rang-
ing discussion; discussed tax relief and how
we can pay down national debt and have tax
relief, which all of us around this table firmly
believe we can do.

We also discussed the fact that there’s a
lot of Americans who have got a lot of con-
sumer debt, and we must be mindful of those
hard-working Americans. And part of the tax
relief package is to allow people to better
manage their own finances with their own
money. We had a discussion about education.

We discussed, particularly the leader and
I and Members of the Senate, discussed the
need to get our nominees through the Sen-
ate. And I hope, in the spirit of bipartisan-
ship, there will be no further delays on the
confirmation process for John Ashcroft and
other nominees of ours. I certainly appreciate
how fast the Senate worked, initially, but it’s
time for the delays to end. It’s time for a
vote on all our Cabinet officials.

This is—will be a series of conversations
we’ll have throughout my tenure, and I really
enjoy this. It’s been a good, frank discussion.

Interest Rates/Tax Cut Legislation
Q. Do you think the Fed should cut rates

now, sort of stimulate the economy? And in
the discussion of tax policy, there has been
some disagreement between the White
House and the Speaker and others over
whether you should have one big package
of tax cuts or to do it in pieces.

The President. First, Mr. Greenspan
needs to make his decisions, independent of
what I think. I learned a pretty good lesson
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during the transition, and that was I had com-
mented out loud about one of the actions
he took. That’s the last time I’m going to
comment about the actions that Mr.
Greenspan takes. He’s an independent voice
and needs to be an independent voice.

Secondly, we did discuss the timing of the
tax relief package and how best to move it
through the House, where to originate. And
as I told the Speaker and the chairman and
the leadership, that we are interested in suc-
cess, that the most important—most impor-
tant—criterion for how the tax package is
handled is whether or not it will succeed.
And these are the Members who are going
to have to work to get it out of the House.
So we’re listening to their strategy.

Q. What is the best timing for presenting
the tax proposal, sir?

The President. Again, that’s going to be
up to the leadership. Obviously, it depends
upon—it’s the middle of our budget. As you
noticed, the head of the budget committees
are here; we’re talking budget. Taxes must
fit into a budget, which they will.

The answer to any of our initiatives, of
course, is, as soon as possible. [Laughter]

Earthquake Assistance to India
Q. Mr. President?
The President. Yes sir?
Q. Good morning, sir.
The President. How are you doing?
Q. Good. Thank you.
The President. I thought you had aban-

doned us for a while. [Laughter]
Q. Are you happy with the progress you’re

making in reaching out to world leaders, or
do you plan to change the pace of that at
all?

The President. I’ve got a steady pace. I’m
calling as I can. I talked to the Prime Min-
ister of India today. It was a phone call that
I was going to make, regardless of the natural
disaster that took place there. Obviously, a
lot of the conversation today was about the
aid that our country is sending: A 747 from
AID has landed this morning; another one
is on its way; we’re sending some military
planes over, as well. I assured him that our
Nation was deeply concerned for the citi-
zenry that had lost their lives. It was not the

appropriate time to discuss policy beyond
that.

And I will be making other calls, touching
base with world leaders. I’ll do a lot of that,
of course. Good diplomacy really depends
upon good personal relations, whether or not
we agree with each other on a lot of issues
or not. And I’m going to continue the diplo-
macy that reaches out to people on a regular
basis.

Attorney-General-Designate John
Ashcroft

Q. On Senator Ashcroft, are you worried
that there are going to be more—do you feel
he’s going to be confirmed, still?

The President. I do believe he’s going to
be confirmed. But one of my charges is to
run the executive branch of Government.
And it’s important for our Cabinet officers
to be confirmed so they can start doing their
job of organizing their departments. Once we
get our Cabinet officials through, I’m sure
I’ll be speaking to the Senate about moving
the number twos and threes through, as well,
so that we can take hold of this Government.

And one of the things I’ll be doing when
our Cabinet meets is talking about the need
for each Cabinet member to be fiscally sound
with the taxpayers’ money. It’s hard to deliver
that message when somebody hasn’t been
confirmed. So I would just hope there are
no further delays. There’s been a lot of dis-
cussion, a lot of debate; there’s been a lot
of questionnaires presented and answers
filled out; and it’s now time for the vote, it
seems like to me.

Q. Did you get the Vice President a birth-
day present?

The Vice President. Not yet. [Laughter]
The President. As a matter of fact—

[laughter]—some used coffee cake, perhaps,
Mr. Vice President? [Laughter]

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:35 a.m. in the
Cabinet Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Treasury Secretary-des-
ignate Paul H. O’Neill; Office of Management and
Budget Director Mitchell E. Daniels, Jr.; and
Prime Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee of India. A
tape was not available for verification of the con-
tent of these remarks.
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Remarks at the Swearing-In
Ceremony for Paul H. O’Neill as
Secretary of the Treasury
January 30, 2001

The President. Well, I’m pleased to wel-
come Nancy O’Neill and the O’Neill family
here. Thank you all for coming. It’s an honor
for both the Vice President and I to say some
words about the Secretary of Treasury. With
Paul over at the Treasury, he is literally a
next door neighbor. And I’m going to see
a lot of him right here in this office. He’ll
be a valued adviser and a steady hand.

Secretary O’Neill has served in this office
before, at the Office of Management and
Budget. He understands the workings and
responsibilities of the executive branch.
More than that, he understands the private
sector, where he and others like him have
been driving our country’s economic boom.

In a distinguished career, Paul has earned
a reputation as a straight shooter and an inno-
vator. And I’m proud to welcome him as the
chief financial officer of this Nation. Paul and
I share a great goal: to make sure that all
Americans can find high paying, high quality
jobs. And we share a vision of how to get
there. Our prosperity depends on free trade,
less regulation, and America’s strong place
in our global economy. More than ever,
American jobs depend on America’s standing
in the world.

I value Paul’s vast experience in the world
economy. I value his background in employ-
ing American workers, and I value his steadi-
ness, his conviction, and his authority. We
also share a belief that broad, responsible tax
cuts are an important step we can take to
regain the momentum of our economy.
When we reduce the income tax burden, we
must do so for everybody who pays taxes.

When we have a Government surplus, we
must prioritize and spend responsibly and re-
turn some of that surplus to the people who
worked for it. Because our Government has
a surplus does not mean that every American
family has a surplus. In fact, many families
are feeling squeezed by high energy prices
and credit card debt. We need to give them
their own money back, to help families man-
age their own account, to pay down their own
personal debts.

Our tax cut will give the biggest percent-
age reductions to people who struggle to get
into the middle class and American families
who struggle to stay there.

I believe in leaving more dollars with the
people who earned them, and so does Sec-
retary O’Neill. And I’m proud that those dol-
lars will soon bear the signature of Secretary
Paul O’Neill.

Congratulations, Mr. Secretary.

[At this point, Treasury Secretary O’Neill
made brief remarks.]

The President. Mr. Secretary, thank you.
Why don’t we have a family picture, too,

if you’d like one. Come on up.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:06 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Nancy O’Neill, wife of Secretary
O’Neill. The transcript released by the Office of
the Press Secretary also included the remarks of
Secretary O’Neill.

Remarks at the Fishing School

January 30, 2001

Thank you, Tom, very much for having us.
And it’s such an honor to have John DiIulio
on my staff. For those of you who don’t know
John, he’s a pioneer in working with Repub-
licans and Democrats and people who really
care about political parties to revitalize
neighborhoods and places where hope may
have been lost, by rallying faith-based organi-
zations. And so, John, I’m so honored that
you’ve sacrificed for the country.

It’s good to see Steve Goldsmith here, who
is a partner as well.

A little over a week ago, a few miles from
here, I was honored to be inaugurated your
President. I’m here today to repeat the prom-
ise I made on the steps of the Capitol: I will
work to build a single nation of justice and
opportunity. I’m going to need some help to
do that. And so I’m so honored four Mem-
bers of the United States Congress are here:
Senator Joe Lieberman from the great State
of Connecticut; Senator Rick Santorum from
Pennsylvania; Congressman Mark Souder of
Indiana; Congressman Tony Hall of Ohio.
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I’m also pleased that two members of my
Cabinet came: one, Mel Martinez, my Sec-
retary of Housing and Urban Development;
and finally, Rod Paige, a fellow Texan who
is now the Secretary of Education.

The Fishing School obviously attracts peo-
ple who seek excellence, and all of us up
here, regardless of our political party, love
to herald excellence. And we love to stand
next to people who have got vision and good
intentions and a good heart. And that’s Tom
Lewis.

This little haven is a refuge from violence
and addiction and abuse. Children find learn-
ing and care, but most important, they find
something that we can never pass legislation
to achieve, and that’s love. They find love.
They find an adult saying: Somebody cares
about you; somebody loves you; somebody
wants to help you. Tom knows what we all
know, that through loving children, you find
deep fulfillment in your own heart. You can
just see it on his face, and you can hear it
in his voice.

As a candidate for President, I had the
privilege of visiting a lot of churches and syn-
agogues and charitable groups all across the
country, groups that offer food and shelter,
hope and dignity. I’ve seen how effective and
committed these groups are at saving and
changing lives. As President, I am resolved
to put Government on your side, Tom, on
the side of the committed and the caring and
the compassionate.

There are so many people in need. The
good news about America is, there are so
many willing to serve. It’s the great strength
of our Nation. There’s no limit to the talent
and energy and compassion of this great land.
But sometimes the need is too great, and the
resources are too limited, and all of us, as
private citizens and public officials, should
help where we can.

Today I’m sending to Congress a set of
ideas and proposals that mark a hopeful new
direction for our Government. We will en-
courage community and faith-based pro-
grams without changing their mission. We
will eliminate barriers to charitable works
wherever they exist, and we will encourage
charitable giving wherever we can.

I’m open to any good ideas that will come
from the Congress. And I can assure you,

these four good Members of Congress will
have some good ideas. [Laughter] And
they’re probably not going to be afraid to tell
me either. [Laughter] But here are some of
my proposals.

I want to fully open up the Federal after-
school program, called 21st century learning
centers, to all after-school programs, includ-
ing faith-based groups. I propose to create
a compassionate capital fund which will pro-
vide start-up funds for promising new pro-
grams serving people in need. We’ll make
sure that funding is available to faith-based
programs on an equal basis, with nonreligious
alternatives.

Government, of course, cannot fund and
will not fund religious activities, but when
people of faith provide social services, we will
not discriminate against them. I propose to
encourage mentoring programs for children
of prisoners, as well as programs that, when
possible, help to mend broken families.

The change we seek won’t come all at once
by any act of Congress or any Executive
order signed by the President. Real change
happens street by street, heart by heart, one
soul, one conscience at a time. It happens
in places like this one, the Fishing School.
Yet, I hope that good policies can expand
and multiply these efforts, uplifting lives all
across America.

You know, those of us in public life often-
times are honored to be able to see the best
of America, to be able to find true strength,
the true heart of the country. I believe the
true heart of the country can be defined here
at the Fishing School, a place, an idea started
because somebody said, ‘‘What can I do?
How can I hear the universal call to love a
neighbor just like I’d like to be loved my-
self?’’ In this case, a person I call a social
entrepreneur, and this is a country of social
entrepreneurs.

And our job, regardless of our political
party, is to recognize the strength of the
country, to nourish it and feed it within the
Constitution, within the bounds of the Con-
stitution, and to herald success when we find
it. And today all of us are honored to be here
to herald success because we have found it
right here.

God bless Tom. God bless your program.
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NOTE: The President spoke at 1:35 p.m. in the
multi-purpose room. In his remarks, he referred
to Tom Lewis, founder, the Fishing School; John
J. DiIulio, Jr., who will head the White House
Office of Faith-Based and Community Initiatives;
and Stephen Goldsmith, who will serve on the
board of the Corporation for National Service.

Remarks Prior to a Meeting With
Bipartisan Congressional Leaders
January 31, 2001

Legislative Agenda/Pan Am 103 Trial
Verdict

Thank you all for coming. This is part of
our effort to get to know each other. And
if Thomas and Grassley keep coming up
here, we’re going to get to know them too
good, aren’t we? [Laughter]

I appreciate the Members of the Congress
for being here this morning. Thank you all
for coming. We’re going to have a good,
wide-ranging discussion, hopefully focused
on tax relief. I’m pleased to see the CBO
members. I think it helps further the case
that there is enough money to pay down
debt, to meet priorities, and to give some
of the money back to the people who pay
the bills. That’s the taxpayers.

I also appreciate so very much the Scottish
court has made a decision and convicted a
member of the Libyan intelligence service
for the 1988 bombing of Pan Am 103. I ap-
preciate the work of the United States Gov-
ernment team which contributed to this
guilty verdict.

Nothing can change the suffering and loss
of this terrible act, but I hope the families
do find some solace that a guilty verdict was
rendered. I want to assure the families and
victims the United States Government will
continue to pressure Libya to accept respon-
sibility for this act and to compensate the
families.

Thank you all for coming.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:25 a.m. in the
Cabinet Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Representative William M.
Thomas, chairman, House Committee on Ways
and Means; and Senator Charles Grassley, chair-
man, Senate Committee on Finance. A tape was
not available for verification of the content of
these remarks.

Remarks in a Meeting With Catholic
Charities
January 31, 2001

Listen, thank you all for coming. It has
been my honor and that of members of my
staff and of my Cabinet to have received
leaders from the Catholic Church. During
my travels around the country, I have been
most impressed by not only the quality of
leadership of the men and women who make
up the great strength of the Catholic hier-
archy but also the unwavering commitment
to the poor and to the disadvantaged and to
those who are unable to defend themselves.

America is a loving and compassionate
country, and the leaders here reflect that
compassion and that love. Here are folks that
have heard the call from the Lord to love
their neighbor and have fostered and nour-
ished and led programs all intended to help
people, to help people help themselves.

There is no way that Government can cre-
ate love. Love comes from a higher calling.
Love is inspirational. But what Government
can do is fund and welcome programs whose
sole intent is to change lives in a positive way.

For the last couple of days I’ve talked
about my office’s commitment to faith-based
programs; I’ve talked about initiatives, par-
ticularly mentoring initiatives and after-
school programs that will welcome faith-
based programs. Today I do want to talk
about one other component of making sure
the initiative is full, and that is that we must
reform the tax code, not in the way that I’m
going to be talking to a lot of Members of
Congress about but in an additional way. And
that is to allow non-itemizers to deduct chari-
table giving off their income.

This is a reform of the tax code that will
encourage giving from people who have re-
ceived no incentive to do so. There is an
independent study out today that will show
that giving in America will increase signifi-
cantly when Congress passes this reform and
I have the opportunity to sign it.

Our mission in the White House is to say,
we welcome you; we welcome your love; we
welcome your finances; we welcome your
compassion. And to those heroes who live
in the neighborhoods all around America
who are literally transforming our country in
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a positive way, we say, thank you from the
bottom of our hearts.

I’m so honored the leadership came, many
of whom I have seen before. I’ve now met
new friends, and we welcome you here to
Washington, DC.

Thank you for coming.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:55 p.m. in the
Indian Treaty Room at the Dwight D. Eisenhower
Executive Office Building.

Remarks Prior to a Cabinet Meeting
and an Exchange With Reporters
January 31, 2001

The President. Thank you all for coming.
In my first Cabinet meeting we’re going to
discuss a variety of topics today. I’m going
to remind all of us, it’s an honor to serve
the country. I expect only one standard, and
that’s the highest of ethical standards. We’re
putting together a great team to serve Amer-
ica. That’s what we’re here for.

I am going to talk a little bit about remind-
ing people that a dollar spent is a tax—is
somebody’s money and that we expect there
to be lean budgets, good stewards of the peo-
ple’s money. We’ll hear from some of the
Cabinet officers about what may be going on.
I suspect the Energy Secretary may want to
brief us. I think the Secretary of Treasury
will give us an update on what’s going on,
the economy and tax relief.

I want to assure Americans that they’re
going to be as proud of this Cabinet as I
am. This is a wonderful group of men and
women who have agreed to serve their coun-
try, for which I’m grateful.

I’ll be glad to answer a few questions.

Tax Cut Legislation
Q. Mr. President, are you beginning to

think that Congress might act more quickly
on your tax cuts if you break it up into pieces
and seek across-the-board tax cut first?

The President. I told the Speaker and
anybody else who will listen on the House
side, where the legislation must begin, that
we’re interested in the results. If that’s what
it takes to get the bill through, we’ll be willing
to listen. This is an administration that’s
mindful of the difference between the legis-

lative branch and the executive branch. We
will make suggestions if asked. If the Speaker
and Chairman Thomas and others believe
that the best way to get our plan in place
that will help bolster the economy that we
believe needs bolstering, we’ll listen and
work with them.

Pan Am 103 Verdict
Q. Mr. President, does the verdict in the

Pan Am bombing case—should it leave any
doubt that Libya was behind the bombing
of Pan Am 103 as an act of state?

The President. This was a high official.
We’ve made it very clear that this administra-
tion is going to hold the Libyans accountable.
We expect them to pay reparations. The Sec-
retary of State is in complete agreement.

Q. If they pay reparations——
The President. Let’s see if they do.
Q. The Government of Tripoli just an-

nounced as we were coming in here that they
will accept no responsibility for what hap-
pened. What happens now from the U.S.
side?

The President. We’ll develop a plan.
Q. Welcome back, Mr. Powell.
The President. He looks pretty good here,

doesn’t he? [Laughter]

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:28 p.m. in the
Cabinet Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Secretary of Energy Spencer
Abraham; Secretary of the Treasury Paul H.
O’Neill; Representative William M. Thomas,
chairman, House Committee on Ways and Means;
and Secretary of State Colin L. Powell. A tape
was not available for verification of the content
of these remarks.

Remarks Prior to a Meeting With the
Congressional Black Caucus
January 31, 2001

The President. I want to thank Congress-
woman Eddie Bernice Johnson from Dallas,
Texas, and you all for coming. I appreciate—
Madam Chairman. I look forward to a good
dialog on subjects that are on the Members’
minds and on my mind, as well. I think we’ll
have a good discussion about public edu-
cation. While there may be some discussion
about details, all of us, surely, believe the
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great hope for this country is to make sure
every child—I mean every child—is edu-
cated.

I look forward to sharing with the Mem-
bers who don’t know me well some of my
experiences as the Governor of the State of
Texas and what I’ve tried to do to fulfill that
promise and fulfill that pledge.

This will be the beginning of, hopefully,
a lot of meetings. I hope you come back, and
I’ll certainly be inviting. But thanks for com-
ing. It’s an important part of my job—is to
talk to everybody who is in the legislative
body. I will remind you all, I understand the
difference between the executive branch and
the legislative branch. I only get to suggest.
You all pass the laws. And that’s what we’re
here to work——

Representative Cynthia A. McKinney.
That’s right. [Laughter]

The President. I understand that well.
But thank you all for coming. It’s an honor
for you to be here.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:32 p.m. in the
Cabinet Room at the White House. A tape was
not available for verification of the content of
these remarks.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on
the United States Air Force
Operating Location Near Groom
Lake, Nevada
January 31, 2001

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
Consistent with section 6001(a) of the Re-

source Conservation and Recovery Act
(RCRA) (the ‘‘Act’’), as amended, 42 U.S.C.
6961(a), notification is hereby given that on
September 19, 2000, President Clinton
issued Presidential Determination 2000–30
(copy attached) and thereby exercised his au-
thority to grant certain exemptions under
section 6001(a) of the Act.

Presidential Determination 2000–30 ex-
empted the United States Air Force’s oper-
ating location near Groom Lake, Nevada,
from any Federal, State, interstate, or local
hazardous or solid waste laws that would re-
quire the disclosure of classified information
concerning that operating location to unau-
thorized persons. Information concerning ac-

tivities at the operating location near Groom
Lake has been properly determined to be
classified and its disclosure would be harmful
to national security. Continued protection of
this information is, therefore, in the para-
mount interest of the United States.

The determination was not intended to
imply that, in the absence of a Presidential
exemption, RCRA or any other provision of
law permits or requires the disclosure of clas-
sified information to unauthorized persons.
The determination also was not intended to
limit the applicability or enforcement of any
requirement of law applicable to the Air
Force’s operating location near Groom Lake
except those provisions, if any, that would
require the disclosure of classified informa-
tion.

Sincerely,
George W. Bush

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Richard B. Cheney, President of the Senate.
This letter was released by the Office of the Press
Secretary on February 1.

Remarks at the National Prayer
Breakfast
February 1, 2001

Well, thank you all very much for that
warm welcome. Laura and I are honored to
be here this morning. I did a pretty good
job when it came to picking my wife, by the
way. She’s going to be a fabulous First Lady.

Mr. Vice President, it’s good to see you;
of course, your wife, Lynne. And I want to
thank the members of my Cabinet who are
here. I appreciate you, Senator Frist, for your
commitment and strong comments. And
Zach, thanks for your introduction. And
thank you both for organizing this important
event.

I want to thank the Members of the House
and the Senate who are here. I appreciate
the number of foreign dignitaries who are
here. It just goes to show that faith crosses
every border and touches every heart in
every nation.

Every President since the first one I can
remember, Dwight Eisenhower, has taken
part in this great tradition. It’s a privilege for
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me to speak where they have spoken and to
pray where they have prayed. All Presidents
of the United States have come to the Na-
tional Prayer Breakfast, regardless of their re-
ligious views. No matter what our back-
ground, in prayer we share something uni-
versal, a desire to speak and listen to our
Maker, and to know His plan for our lives.

America’s Constitution forbids a religious
test for office, and that’s the way it should
be. An American President serves people of
every faith and serves some of no faith at
all. Yet, I have found my faith helps me in
the service to people. Faith teaches humil-
ity—as Laura would say, I could use a dose
occasionally—[laughter]—a recognition that
we are small in God’s universe, yet precious
in His sight. It has sustained me in moments
of success and in moments of disappoint-
ment. Without it I would be a different per-
son, and without it I doubt I’d be here today.

There are many experiences of faith in this
room. But most of us share a belief that we
are loved and called to love, that our choices
matter, now and forever, that there are pur-
poses deeper than ambition and hopes great-
er than success. These beliefs shape our lives
and help sustain the life of our Nation. Men
and women can be good without faith, but
faith is a force of goodness. Men and women
can be compassionate without faith, but faith
often inspires compassion. Human beings
can love without faith, but faith is a great
teacher of love.

Our country, from its beginnings has rec-
ognized the contribution of faith. We do not
impose any religion; we welcome all reli-
gions. We do not prescribe any prayer; we
welcome all prayers. This is the tradition of
our Nation, and it will be the standard of
my administration. We will respect every
creed. We will honor the diversity of our
country and the deep convictions of our peo-
ple.

There’s a good reason why many in our
Nation embrace the faith tradition. Through-
out our history, people of faith have often
been our Nation’s voice of conscience. The
foes of slavery could appeal to the standard
that all are created equal in the sight of our
Lord. The civil rights movement had the
same conviction on its side, that men and
women bearing God’s image should not be

exploited and set aside and treated as insig-
nificant. The same impulse over the years has
reformed prisons and mental institutions,
hospitals, hospices, and homeless shelters.

The Reverend Martin Luther King, Jr.,
said this: ‘‘The church must be reminded that
it is not the master or the servant of the state
but rather the conscience of the state.’’ As
in his case, that sometimes means defying
the times, challenging old ways and old as-
sumptions. This influence has made our Na-
tion more just and generous and decent. And
our Nation has need of that today.

Faith remains important to the compassion
of our Nation. Millions of Americans serve
their neighbor because they love their God.
Their lives are characterized by kindness and
patience and service to others. They do for
others what no government really can ever
do—no government program can really ever
do: They provide love for another human
being; they provide hope even when hope
comes hard.

In my second week in office we have set
out to promote the work of community and
faith-based charities. We want to encourage
the inspired, to help the helper. Government
cannot be replaced by charities, but it can
welcome them as partners instead of resent-
ing them as rivals.

My administration will put the Federal
Government squarely on the side of Amer-
ica’s armies of compassion. Our plan will not
favor religious institutions over nonreligious
institutions. As President, I’m interested in
what is constitutional, and I’m interested in
what works. The days of discriminating
against religious institutions, simply because
they are religious, must come to an end.

Faith is also important to the civility of our
country. It teaches us not merely to tolerate
one another but to respect one another, to
show a regard for different views, and the
courtesy to listen. This is essential to democ-
racy. It is also the proper way to treat human
beings created in the divine image.

We will have our disagreements. Civility
does not require us to abandon deeply held
beliefs. Civility does not demand casual
creeds and colorless convictions. Americans
have always believed that civility and firm re-
solve could live easily with one another. But
civility does mean that our public debate
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ought to be free from bitterness and anger
and rancor and ill will. We have an obligation
to make our case, not to demonize our oppo-
nents. As the Book of James reminds us,
fresh water and salt water cannot flow from
the same spring.

I am under no illusion that civility will tri-
umph in this city all at once. [Laughter] Old
habits die hard, and sometimes they never
die at all. I can only pledge to you this, that
I will do my very best to promote civility and
ask for the same in return.

These are some of the crucial contribu-
tions of faith to our Nation: justice and com-
passion and a civil and generous society. I
thank you all here for displaying these values
and defending them here in America and
across the world. You strengthen the ties of
friendship and the ties of nations. And I
deeply appreciate your work.

I believe in the power of prayer. It’s been
said, ‘‘I would rather stand against the can-
nons of the wicked than against the prayers
of the righteous.’’ The prayers of a friend are
one of life’s most gracious gifts. My family
and I are blessed by the prayers of countless
Americans. Over the last several months,
Laura and I have been touched by the num-
ber of people who come up and say, ‘‘We
pray for you’’—such comforting words. I
hope Americans will continue to pray that
everyone in my administration finds wisdom
and always remembers the common good.

When President Harry Truman took office
in 1945, he said this: ‘‘At this moment, I have
in my heart a prayer. I ask only to be a good
and faithful servant of my Lord and my peo-
ple.’’ This has been the prayer of many Presi-
dents, and it is mine today.

God bless.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:10 a.m. in the
International Ballroom at the Washington Hilton
Hotel. In his remarks, he referred to Representa-
tive Zach Wamp.

Remarks Announcing the New
Freedom Initiative
February 1, 2001

Steven, you were brilliant in your introduc-
tion. Little did we know—we kind of thought
we’d be sitting here during the California

race, didn’t we? But here we are, and thank
you so much for being here.

I’m so honored that you all are here. I ap-
preciate the folks who served on my coalition
for people with disabilities. There’s one hero
here that I got to know during the campaign.
His name is Jim Mullen. Jim is from Chicago.
He’s a police officer, wounded in the course
of duty, who is a courageous, fine American.
And Jim, thank you so very much for coming
today.

I’m glad the First Lady is here. It’s an un-
usual job where all you’ve got to do is walk
down from your living room to come to work.
[Laughter] I’m really proud of Laura.

It’s good to see Members of the Congress
who are here. Thank you all for coming as
well. I’m especially pleased that people from
all around the country have taken time to
help kick off this important initiative.

One of the things I enjoy most about my
new job is the walk I get to take every single
morning, up the Colonnade from the Resi-
dence to the Oval Office. I say ‘‘up,’’ because
the path rises just slightly. It’s been that way
since they took out the steps so that Franklin
Roosevelt could make it to his place of work.

This house is among the first places in
America to accommodate people with dis-
abilities. And we have come a long way since
the days when only a President could hope
for that consideration. We are more mindful
now of the hardships that come with dis-
ability, more generous in responding to the
needs of our citizens, more grateful for the
contributions you make to our society.

Old misconceptions about physical and
mental disability are being discredited. Old
barriers are falling away. Our task is now
clear: We must speed up the day when the
last barrier has been removed to full and
independent lives for every American with
or without disability.

I am proud that the last great reform in
this cause, the Americans with Disability Act,
bears the signature of my dad. I see many
in this audience who helped him get this im-
portant legislation through Congress, and I
want to thank you for coming. Because of
that law, millions of Americans can now com-
pete for jobs once denied them, enter build-
ings once closed to them, travel in buses and
trains once unequipped for them.
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For those who have hearing or visual im-
pairments, for those who use walkers and
wheelchairs or have mental retardation and
mental illnesses, your own country now
seems a more welcoming place as a result
of that law. Eleven years after the ADA we
are a better country for it.

But there is more to do, and today I pro-
pose we move forward. This morning I sent
to Congress a set of proposals called the New
Freedom Initiative. It is an important step
in ensuring that all Americans with disabil-
ities, whether young or old, can participate
more fully in the life of their communities
and of our country.

Wherever a door is closed to anyone be-
cause of a disability, we must work to open
it. Wherever any job or home or means of
transportation is unfairly denied because of
a disability, we must work to change it. Wher-
ever any barrier stands between you and the
full rights and dignity of citizenship, we must
work to remove it—in the name of simple
decency and simple justice.

Often, as you know, such barriers are unin-
tentional. One is the high cost of assistive
technologies. For many people with disabil-
ities, new technologies are helping to defeat
dependence and frustration and isolation:
text telephones for those with hearing im-
pairments; computer monitors with Braille
displays for those with visual impairments;
infrared pointers for people who cannot use
their hands, allowing them to operate com-
puters by pointing at functions on the mon-
itor or the keyboard; lighter wheelchairs;
lighter artificial limbs.

These modern wonders make the world
more accessible; yet, they are often inacces-
sible to people who need but cannot afford
them. These technologies were once beyond
the dreams of Americans with disabilities.
Today, they’re only beyond their means, and
we can help.

In our New Freedom Initiative, we’re ask-
ing Congress to significantly increase Federal
funding for low-interest loans so that more
Americans with disabilities can purchase as-
sistive technology. And to ensure that even
better technologies are available in the fu-
ture, we’re asking Congress to increase Fed-
eral investment in assistive technology re-
search and development.

My administration will also work with busi-
nesses to bring more assistive technologies
to the marketplace. Once available, these
technologies will allow Americans with dis-
abilities to use more of their own gifts, make
more of their own choices, and lead lives of
greater independence.

Many Americans with disabilities work or
would like to have more freedom to do so.
And you know that the greatest challenges
are often not in the job itself but in the dis-
tance between your job and your home. For
some people with disabilities, this challenge
means no job at all, no opportunity to work
and to contribute and to use their talents.

This is changing as more Americans work
at home. Yet here, too, the cost of computers
and telecommuting are sometimes beyond
the means of those with disabilities. And we
can help. In our New Freedom Initiative, we
are asking Congress to create a fund to help
people with disabilities to buy the equipment
they need to telecommute. We will provide
tax incentives to encourage employers to pro-
vide such equipment. And we will protect
home offices from needless OSHA regula-
tions.

Some 40 million Americans today work out
of their homes. For most, it is a convenience.
For workers with disabilities, it is a revolu-
tion. And we want as many Americans as pos-
sible to share in this revolution of independ-
ence.

Our plans also include transportation solu-
tions for people with disabilities. Specifically,
we’re asking Congress to fund pilot programs
for innovative transportation plans that serve
people with disabilities. And we’ll provide
Federal matching grants to community
groups to provide alternative methods of
transportation.

There are several additional proposals in
this package, but let me just mention one
more. We will provide additional funding
each year to help churches, synagogues,
mosques, and other civic groups become
more fully accessible to all Americans. In
many houses of worship and civic centers,
intentions are good, but resources are scarce.
We can help make these community places
open to all.
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I’ve often talked about the goal of a wel-
coming society, a nation where no one is dis-
missed or forgotten. Our progress toward
that goal is really the great American story.
It is a story of inclusion and protection ex-
tending across our history to more and more
Americans.

And that story’s not over. There is still
work to do. We must all do our duty and
play our part. And I hope today we have
made a good beginning.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:10 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Steven J. Tingus, director, Resource
Development for the California Foundation for
Independent Living Centers, who introduced the
President.

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Transmitting the Blueprint for the
‘‘New Freedom Initiative’’

February 1, 2001

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
Enclosed please find the blueprint for my

‘‘New Freedom Initiative’’ to increase invest-
ment in and access to assistive technologies
and a quality education, and help integrate
Americans with disabilities into the work-
force and into community life. I look forward
to working with the Congress to ensure that
these proposals are enacted into law and to
working together to ensure that every Amer-
ican with a disability has access to the Amer-
ican dream.

Sincerely,

George W. Bush

NOTE: Letters were sent to J. Dennis Hastert,
Speaker of the House of Representatives, and
Richard B. Cheney, President of the Senate. An
original was not available for verification of the
content of this letter.

Proclamation 7404—National
African American History Month
February 1, 2001

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
In 1915, Carter Godwin Woodson, the fa-

ther of Black history, founded the Association
for the Study of African-American Life and
History. Each February, the Association pro-
poses a theme to guide the celebration of
National African American History Month.
For this year, the Association has chosen
‘‘Creating and Defining the African-Amer-
ican Community: Family, Church, Politics,
and Culture.’’

This month in particular, we remember
the stories of those who have helped to build
our Nation and advance the cause of freedom
and civil rights. We remember the bravery
of the soldiers of the 54th Massachusetts In-
fantry Regiment and the sailors of the USS
MASON in service to our country. We re-
member those who marched on Washington,
sat at whites-only lunch counters, and walked
rather than use segregated buses. And we re-
member those, known only to each of us,
who helped to build our families, places of
worship, and communities.

When we examine our Nation’s history, we
discover these and countless other stories
that inspire us. They are stories of the tri-
umph of the human spirit, tragic stories of
cruelty rooted in ignorance and bigotry, yet
stories of everyday people rising above their
circumstances and the prejudice of others to
build lives of dignity.

This month, and throughout the year, let
us celebrate and remember these stories,
which reflect the history of African Ameri-
cans and all Americans. We can all enjoy the
works of writers like Paul Laurence Dunbar,
James Weldon Johnson, Zora Neale Hurston,
and Langston Hughes. In our Nation’s
schools, our children can learn to admire
Booker T. Washington, Sojourner Truth,
Frederick Douglass, and others. And Ameri-
cans from all backgrounds can be ennobled
by the examples of Thurgood Marshall, Roy
Wilkins, Whitney Young, Mary Church
Terrell, and other civil rights leaders.
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As we celebrate African American History
Month, let us commit ourselves to raising
awareness and appreciation of African Amer-
ican history. Let us teach our children, and
all Americans, to rise above brutality and big-
otry and to be champions of liberty, human
dignity, and equality. And let us rededicate
ourselves to affirming the promise of our
Constitution.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim February 2001 as
National African American History Month.
I call upon public officials, educators, librar-
ians, and all of the people of the United
States to observe this month with appropriate
ceremonies, activities, and programs.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this first day of February, in the
year of our Lord two thousand one, and of
the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and twenty-fifth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
12:16 p.m., February 2, 2001]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on February 5.

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Transmitting the Final Report on the
National Emergency With Respect to
the Lapse of the Export
Administration Act of 1979

February 1, 2001

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
As required by section 204(c) of the Inter-

national Emergency Economic Powers Act
(50 U.S.C. 1703(c)) and section 401(c) of the
National Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C.
1641(c)), I transmit herewith the final report
on the national emergency declared by Exec-
utive Order 12924 of August 19, 1994, to deal
with the threat to the national security, for-
eign policy, and economy of the United

States caused by the lapse of the Export Ad-
ministration Act of 1979.

Sincerely,

George W. Bush

NOTE: Letters were sent to J. Dennis Hastert,
Speaker of the House of Representatives, and
Richard B. Cheney, President of the Senate. An
original was not available for verification of the
content of this letter.

Remarks at the Republican
Congressional Retreat in
Williamsburg, Virginia
February 2, 2001

Thank you all very much. I like to give
short speeches, and I’m always on time.
[Laughter] But evidently, I didn’t get the
dress code. [Laughter]

I really appreciate you, Speaker, thanks for
your friendship, thanks for your leadership.
These are two really good men. And I want
to thank you, J.C. and Rick, as well, for
your—pretty darn eloquent guy for being
from Oklahoma. [Laughter] He can tell it.
I appreciate you. Thank you very much. I’m
looking forward to welcoming the University
of Oklahoma football team to the White
House.

I appreciate the chairman of the Repub-
lican Party being here. I chose a fellow Gov-
ernor—or I asked a fellow Governor to serve,
and he’s a good one. He’s a strong leader.
He’s done a fabulous job for the Common-
wealth of Virginia, and I appreciate you being
here, Jim, thank you very much.

I’m glad you get to see the Secretary of
the Treasury, who’s smart and capable. He’s
surrounded by Senator Grassley and Con-
gressman Thomas, good work. [Laughter] It
didn’t take you long to transition from the
private sector. And Condi is here, Condi
Rice; a capable Chief of Staff, Andy Card;
Nick Calio, who’s going to really head up our
congressional affairs.

The reason I bring these people up is that
they’re here to serve America. They’re here
to work with you to make our jobs easier.
And I’ve assembled one of the finest staffs
any President has ever done in the White
House.
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I’m making my rounds to the various cau-
cuses. Senator Daschle invited me over this
morning to the Library of Congress, and I
was so honored he would, and it gave me
a chance to come. Many Members of the
Senate there had never seen me in person
and had never had a chance to visit. And we
had a very good discussion, and I was grateful
for his introduction. I’m going on to Pennsyl-
vania Sunday afternoon, as well, thanks to
the kind invitation of Congressman
Gephardt.

And I want to go around and say a couple
of things as clearly as I can. First, here, I
want to thank all the Members who are here
who I got to campaign with. We had a lot
of fun. It was tiring at times, but I really,
really appreciated the Senators and House
Members for joining me and Laura on the
campaign trail. It really made it a lot easier
to understand your districts, as well as to put
up with all the long hours on the campaign
trail. So thanks from the bottom of my heart
for your sacrifices.

It also gives me a chance to say how deadly
earnest I am about using my position as your
President to change the tone in the Nation’s
Capital; to say to America that we’ll have our
disagreements, we’ll fight over principle, and
we’ll argue over detail, but we’ll do so in a
way that respects one another. I think it’s
so important for us as leaders, as people who
have been given positions of responsibility,
to understand that the way the process is con-
ducted can set a good or bad tone for Amer-
ica. I’m committed to setting a positive tone
for the country, and I know you’ll join me.

You’re not going to agree with everything
I say. I probably won’t agree with everything
you say. But I’ll listen. And I’ll respect your
opinion. I’ll try to understand why the posi-
tion you’ve taken. I’ll try and understand why
you don’t do everything I tell you to do.
[Laughter] But I’ll do so in a way that tries
to figure out where the other person comes
from. I think that’s an important part of the
Washington experience.

I’m absolutely convinced that we can
change Washington for the better. I believe
we can have the dialog so necessary that will
inspire some youngster who’s looking at
Washington to say, ‘‘I think I want to serve
my country. I think I want to maybe go to

the United States Senate or the United States
House.’’

We have that responsibility to our citizens.
And I pledge to you that these first 14 days
in office, or near 14 days in office—the tone
set in the first 14 days will be a consistent
tone for however long I happen to be fortu-
nate enough to be your President. This is
a message I want to say to all elected officials.
I love meeting with the Members. For those
of you who have been to our office, thanks
for coming. For those of you that have not
been to our office yet, you’re coming. Just
don’t take any silverware. [Laughter]

When you come, I look forward to hearing
from you. I look forward to having a frank
discussion. I look forward to hearing what’s
on your mind. I don’t want you to—I’m sure
you won’t be, but don’t be looking around
at the furnishings and say, ‘‘Gosh, oh, the
meeting ended, and I didn’t say anything.’’
We expect to hear from you, and that’s the
best way to get things done, is to have a good,
honest discussion.

I also want to remind members of both
parties that I am able to stand before you
as the President because of an agenda that
I ran on. I believe the fact that I took specific
stands on important issues is the reason I was
able to win. The fact that I took on the Social
Security issue in as clear language as I could
be, with innovative thinking, I believe, was
part of the reasons why people came our way.

I’m going to take that same positions I took
on Social Security and other issues, and try
to get them on the floor of the House and
the Senate and get something done. It’s a
positive agenda. It’s one that I believe, when
we apply our principles to it, will make a
huge difference for America. The agenda is
going to require a lot of patience and a lot
of time and a lot of work. But I want you
to know, this is not a lot of items. I believe
I’ve got a limited amount of capital, and I’m
going to spend it wisely and spend it in a
focused way.

One item is Social Security; another is
Medicare reform. We have a fantastic oppor-
tunity to seize the initiatives to make sure
that working with people like Chairman
Thomas, to make sure that the Medicare sys-
tem works. Prescription drugs need to be an
integral part of Medicare delivery system. It
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will be a proud moment for all of us, Repub-
licans and Democrats, to say we came to-
gether to modernize Medicare so that the
seniors can retire in dignity.

I see the respective chairmen of the com-
mittees dealing with our military. I commit
to you that our mission is going to be to make
sure our military is strong and capable. But
it first requires the administration to act.
One, is to clarify the mission, to make it clear
to those who wear our uniform that the mis-
sion is to be prepared and ready to fight and
win war and, therefore, prevent war from
happening in the first place.

But we have an obligation to the Members
of Congress to present a strategic vision
about what the military ought to look like.
We’ve got an unbelievable opportunity as we
go into the 21st century to refashion how war
is fought and won and, therefore, how the
peace is kept. It’s a remarkable moment. But
it’s incumbent upon those of us in the execu-
tive branch, Secretary Rumsfeld and our pol-
icy team, to present to you a blueprint about
what the military ought to look like and
where the priorities ought to be.

You may like it; you may not like it. But
before we—good appropriations will really
only occur if there is a strategic vision. And
we’re the appropriate people to present the
strategic vision. So Secretary Rumsfeld is
working on that.

We’ve had a lot of talk—early talk about
education. I want to thank you all for your
respective chairmen coming over and talking
about education. This is not a Republican
issue or a Democrat issue. This is of national
concern, to make sure our public schools
function. And we can apply some principles
that I think we all agree with, which is high
standards, expecting the best for every child,
local control of schools, trusting local people
to run the schools, and strong accountability
systems but, as well, insist that there be re-
sults.

Guess what happens in systems when you
don’t measure? Inner-city schools just get
shuffled through the school systems. Or in
my case, in my State, sometimes children
whose parents didn’t speak English as a first
language just got moved through. Because
you know why? We didn’t know. And they
come out at the end, and somebody says,

‘‘Oh, you can’t read like you’re supposed to.’’
That’s because we didn’t have the courage
to insist upon measurement. We didn’t have
the courage to insist upon results. In order
to make sure every child is educated—I
mean every child—and no child is left be-
hind, we’ve got to adopt a system that has
high standards, local control of schools, and
the willingness to hold people accountable
for results, and an accountability system for
which there is a consequence if there is suc-
cess, and there is a consequence if there is
failure.

Many Members, Republican and Demo-
crat alike, have said, ‘‘Are you going to give
us a budget?’’ I said, ‘‘Of course—just hope
you don’t kill it the minute it arrives.’’ It is
our responsibility to do so and, working with
the Speaker and the leader, to make sure it’s
there on a timely basis. But we’ll have a
budget. It’s a budget that will set aside Social
Security for one thing—payroll taxes for So-
cial Security and only Social Security. It’s a
budget that pays down national debt. It’s a
budget that sets spending priorities.

But it’s also a budget that recognizes we
must provide tax relief to the people who
pay the bills. I feel strongly about this issue.
And of course I hope you join me. It is so
important for us to understand some facts.
One, the economy is slowing down. And it’s
important for us to combine good monetary
policy with good fiscal policy. And good fiscal
policy is a sound budget, coupled with giving
people some of their own money back, to
serve as a second wind to an economy. I
come from the school of thought that by cut-
ting marginal rates for everybody who pays
taxes is a good way to help ease the pain
of what may be an economic slowdown. I’m
going to make that case over and over and
over again until we get a bill through.

It’s important for us not to let the tax relief
debate fall into a class warfare debate. It
seems like, to me, the fair way to do things
is if people pay taxes, they ought to get tax
relief.

But I want to assure you that inherent in
our plan is an understanding of how unfair
the tax system is. It’s unfair to people at the
bottom end of the economic ladder. If you’re
a single—one of these radio addresses for to-
morrow—and I talked about the single mom
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who is working hard to get ahead. She’s mak-
ing $22,000 a year. Many of you heard—you
probably heard me use this example in the
campaign. I want to share it with you again,
because it’s an inherent part of our plan.

For every dollar she earns, because of the
earned-income tax phase-out and because
she gets into the 15 percent bracket and be-
cause she pays payroll taxes, she pays a higher
rate on the extra dollar earned than someone
who is making $200,000 a year. That’s today’s
tax code. And so part of our plan is not only
to serve as an insurance policy against a se-
vere economic downturn or a second wind
for economic recovery, however you want to
put it, but part of our vision addresses unfair-
ness in the code by recognizing there are
people struggling to get in the middle class.

This country must understand that by
making the code more simple, by dropping
the bottom rate from 15 to 10 percent, in-
creasing the child credit, we make that mid-
dle class, that dream of ownership so much
more accessible, and that’s what we ought
to be representing in the great land called
America.

There is a lot of talk about debt, and we
need to retire debt at the Federal level. Just
remember—lockboxing Social Security, a
payroll tax is a pretty darn good step to reliev-
ing debt. But there will be a glide path for
debt repayment in our budget. But during
this debate, I want you all to remember that
there is a huge consumer debt burdening
many people working for a living in America,
that there are 61 million Americans, I’ve
been told, that have $10,000 or more of con-
sumer debt.

Now think about that. These are people
working hard to get ahead. They’ve got a
pretty high debt load. And all of a sudden,
energy prices start moving up on them. And
the combination of the two worries me, and
I hope it worries Members of Congress, re-
gardless of their party.

So tax relief is important to help working
people manage their own accounts, manage
their own personal business. And they say,
‘‘Well, that’s not much money.’’ Well, if
you’re a family of four making $50,000 a year,
under my plan, your taxes go from $4,000
to $2,000. That’s $2,000 extra dollars. That’s
a lot for somebody struggling. That’s a lot

for somebody who is on the margin, and we
must hear those voices on the margin. So tax
relief is not only good economic policy; it’s
good people policy.

We can talk about marginal rates. We also
need to talk about the death tax and the mar-
riage penalty, two important ingredients
about making sure the code is more fair and
more responsive to the needs of working
Americans. And that’s my agenda.

I’m going to be asked to comment on a
lot of issues. I’m confident about that. And
I’m sure I’ll have an opinion. But when it
comes to spending capital and staying fo-
cused, that’s where this administration is
going to be. And I look forward to working
with you. I look forward to working with you
to get things done for the people. I can’t
think of a better cause then the people of
America. J.C. hit it right, this is a fabulous
land, because the people are so great.

I think one of the most important initia-
tives that thus far we’ve discussed in the short
time I’ve been here is the faith-based initia-
tive. I want to make it clear to you, we under-
stand the Constitution. But I also want to
make it clear that faith-based programs in
many neighborhoods are really the solution
to making sure we have a welcoming society.

My hope of hopes is that when it’s all done,
somebody will say, ‘‘Well, you know, Presi-
dent George W. Bush came’’—number 43,
by the way, as opposed to number 41—
[laughter]—but ‘‘he came, along with his
dad, and understood the office, helped
change the tone, helped effect a cultural
change that was a welcoming change, and
welcomed people into America that didn’t pit
one group of people against another but that
helped people understand the greatness of
America should apply to everybody, that the
public policies that we passed together en-
forced that dream and vision, that this is the
greatest country on the face of the Earth be-
cause of its people, because of our great peo-
ple.’’

We have an obligation to the people of
America to set a good tone, a good example,
an example of the spirit of what’s possible.
I’m confident it can happen. And it’s such
a huge honor—huge honor—to play an im-
portant part.

God bless.
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NOTE: The President spoke at 12:55 p.m. in the
James River Grand Ballroom at the Kingsmill Re-
sort. In his remarks, he referred to Representa-
tives J.C. Watts; Governor James S. Gilmore III
of Virginia, chairman, Republican Party; Treasury
Secretary Paul H. O’Neill; Representative William
M. Thomas, chairman, House Committee on
Ways and Means; and Senator Charles Grassley,
chairman, Senate Committee on Finance; Na-
tional Security Adviser Condoleezza Rice; and
Defense Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld.

Digest of Other
White House Announcements

The following list includes the President’s public
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and
not included elsewhere in this issue.

January 27
In the evening, the President and Mrs.

Bush attended an Alfalfa Club dinner at the
Capital Hilton.

January 29
In the evening, the President had a tele-

phone conversation with Brian Billick, head
coach of the Super Bowl XXXV champion
Baltimore Ravens.

January 30
In the morning, the President had a tele-

phone conversation with Prime Minister Atal
Behari Vajpayee of India concerning assist-
ance for victims of the earthquake.

The President announced his intention to
appoint Jack Howard as Deputy Assistant to
the President and Deputy Director of the
White House Office of Legislative Affairs,
David W. Hobbs as Deputy Assistant to the
President and Deputy Director of the White
House Office of Legislative Affairs for the
House of Representatives, and Ziad S. Ojakli
as Deputy Assistant to the President and
Deputy Director of the White House Office
of Legislative Affairs for the Senate.

The President announced his intention to
appoint the following individuals as Special
Assistants to the President for Legislative Af-
fairs for the House of Representatives: Brian

C. Conklin, Kirsten Ardleigh Chadwick, R.
Nelson Litterest, and Daniel J. Keniry.

The President announced his intention to
appoint Christine M. Ciccone, Townsend
Lange McNitt, and Dirksen Lehman as Spe-
cial Assistants to the President for Legislative
Affairs for the Senate.

February 1
In the evening, the President hosted a pri-

vate screening of the film ‘‘Thirteen Days’’
in the Family Theater at the White House,
for guests including Senator Edward M. Ken-
nedy, Representative Patrick J. Kennedy, Lt.
Gov. Kathleen Kennedy Townsend, and
Carolyn Kennedy Schlossberg and her hus-
band, Edwin.

February 2
In the morning, the President attended a

Senate Democratic retreat at the Library of
Congress, and later, he traveled to Williams-
burg, VA. In the afternoon, he traveled to
Camp David, MD.

The White House announced that the
President will meet with Prime Minister Jean
Chretien of Canada on February 5 for a
working lunch.

Nominations
Submitted to the Senate

The following list does not include promotions of
members of the Uniformed Services, nominations
to the Service Academies, or nominations of For-
eign Service officers.

Submitted January 29

John Ashcroft,
of Missouri, to be Attorney General.

Elaine Lan Chao,
of Kentucky, to be Secretary of Labor.

Robert B. Zoellick,
of Virginia, to be U.S. Trade Representative,
with the rank of Ambassador Extraordinary
and Plenipotentiary.
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Submitted February 1

Paul Henry O’Neill,
of Pennsylvania, to be U.S. Governor of the
International Monetary Fund for a term of
5 years; U.S. Governor of the International
Bank for Reconstruction and Development
for a term of 5 years; U.S. Governor of the
Inter-American Development Bank for a
term of 5 years; U.S. Governor of the African
Development Bank for a term of 5 years;
U.S. Governor of the Asian Development
Bank; U.S. Governor of the African Develop-
ment Fund; U.S. Governor of the European
Bank for Reconstruction and Development.

Checklist
of White House Press Releases

The following list contains releases of the Office
of the Press Secretary that are neither printed as
items nor covered by entries in the Digest of
Other White House Announcements.

Released January 29

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Ari Fleischer

Released January 30

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Ari Fleischer

Transcript of a press briefing by former
Mayor Steve Goldsmith of Indianapolis, IN,
Rev. Mark Scott, and a White House official
on the faith-based initiative

Released January 31

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Ari Fleischer

Statement by the Press Secretary on the ver-
dict in the Pan Am 103 trial

Released February 1

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Ari Fleischer

Released February 2

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Ari Fleischer

Acts Approved
by the President

NOTE: No acts approved by the President were
received by the Office of the Federal Register
during the period covered by this issue.
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